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Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Dear Parents,

Thank you to the many parents who have volunteered to help with the production, the show really could not go on without your support.  If you were unable to sign-up, contact Patty Shaffer at patricia_Shaffer@hotmail.com.  Remember, each family is asked to help out at 2 performances during show weekend.  With such a large cast, this is more important than ever before!

The professional staff has been given a list of all actors’ conflicts.  We also know that this is a busy time of year and that there are several potential conflicts such as Junior Dictricts (1/28); February vacation (2/18 – 2/25); and the Kennedy play (3/10).  Please just let us know if your child will be missing a rehearsal.  Knowing in advance who will not be at rehearsal allows the professional staff to better plan for a productive use of time.

In the next couple of weeks, your child will be given a cast directory.  We hope this information is helpful to both you and your child in getting to know the other cast members.  Please be aware this information is solely intended for the purpose of this program and as such should not be reproduced or distributed in any way.

All eighth graders will be receiving via email a biography sheet to complete.  Please return these forms ASAP.  They are due February 11th but we would like to receive them as soon as possible to get them ready for the playbill.  If you should need a hard copy, please contact Patty Shaffer.

Finally, in the event of snow or inclement weather, please call 508-647-6530 and follow the prompts to confirm if NDW is indeed cancelled.

THANK YOU!
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FUNDRAISING

The Early Bird drawing is February 4th! Please get out there early to promote the show and sell ads in the playbill.  Be creative about businesses to approach, and remember, if a business buys a full page ad, they receive two complementary tickets to the show of their choice.
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Greetings from the Sets & Props Crew-

We had a great start to the year on our first Saturday. Thanks to all
who were able to help with initial painting and organization of set pieces.
 
Next week we'll continue painting, order the pieces so details can be
added and start to set out the needed props. There will be some props
we'll need to acquire or make as well. Finally, if anyone has any plastic foliage, trees or shrubs they can donate, we'll gladly incorporate them into the show.
 
Thanks.
 
Jim, Doug and Charles

Reminders…

· Make sure your child has their script and a pencil at every rehearsal!

· Send your child to rehearsal with a full belly, a light snack and a water bottle!

· Please note that we have an actor with a severe peanut/tree nut allergy in our cast.  We respectfully ask all families to avoid sending in a snack that includes any type of peanuts/tree nuts.  We will be asking the cast to wash their hands after snack to ensure that there are no issues.  We thank everyone for your cooperation with this.

· If you need to reach someone in the office during Saturday rehearsals, please call (508) 395-9087.  We will be using this phone to check on any actor’s that are missing from rehearsal
· Rehearsals end at 12:30PM (unless your child has been scheduled for a special rehearsal and is listed in the above left of the newsletter).  Please be sure you are on time when picking up your child.



Publicity Team
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Here’s the current planned line-up of events and activities with cast, staff, alumni and parent volunteers - watch for further details as each draws near and we get closer to the staging of “Robin Hood – the musical”!  

A.  Publicity Events:

1. February – Auction/Raffle Prizes of t-shirts, Fun Pax and Back Stage Tours.  

Currently identified organizations are the Junior Olympics Archery at Cole and the Lilja Auction.  If you know an organization doing fundraising please offer an NDW prize pack to raffle/auction, etc.  Coordinator – Julie McC., Jill Kovatisis 

2. March 3rd – Guess how much Valentine’s candy at the Father/Daughter Dance.

Table with “Guess the Candy” competition, bookmarks/flyers.  Coordinator – Jill Kovatsis, Linda Witherby

3. March 10th – Maple Madness at Memorial 8-11 am.

An NDW table with coloring sheets/bookmarks, and donated raffle prize.  Coordinator - Beth Khoury, Melissa Cassel, Diane Stone.  Alums needed please!

4. March 3rd or 17th - Parent's Night Out 6.30-8.00 pm.  

7th & 8th grader cast members entertaining the PNO kids at Cole with skits and games.  Coordinator - Liz Lerner.  Parent chaperones needed.

5. Sherwood Plaza Outreach.

Approaching businesses at Sherwood Plaza with offers of prominent naming on set/in playbill in return for donations in cash or kind.  Coordinators needed to work with Julie McC. 

B.  Promotion Activities:

Cast T-shirts, Debsan Window, Cole Window and Fence, Lawn Signs, Coloring Competition Sheets/Flyers/Bookmarks into Libraries, Schools, Daycares, Afterschool Programs, Flyers around town, Bookmarks to give out at Natick Rec/Other events, Sandwich Board and Town Common Sign, Media and Press Releases, Online Calendar and Website Postings, and Pegasus coverage with the 8th grade, Save-the-Date email.  A little help needed on almost everything!

As you can see, plenty of great ideas, great opportunities, and lots of work for the mighty Publicity Team to do!  If you weren’t around for the first meeting but have time/talent to share, feel free to jump in!  Just drop me a line at jmccorma@gmail.com. Remember, if every actor/family can draw in 6-8 audience members for each show, our cast will play to a packed house every time!  And Publicity work can be done whenever, ideal for folks with Saturday morning conflicts.    

Looking forward to another great season!  - Julie 
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES:  


Please re-read your script to become more familiar with the story. We start blocking at the next rehearsal and it's important that you know the plot.  Also--start memorizing the lyrics to "Hi, Ho Robin Hood".  There's a lot of music to come!





Remember---the lyrics are "more lines" for your character, so learn them!  On that note, looking ahead, we will be off book for Act One on 2/11 and Act Two on 3/3....but, the sooner, the better!





Have a great week!.....Cindy





PS  Remember to check under "Info/Forms" on the website


to read the Mentor Program info.
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� COSTUMER’S NOTES:  Please acquire show shoes as soon as possible and wear them to each rehearsal.  If you have any questions about show shoes, please feel free to contact me.  As a general rule, show shoes need to be black, simple, non-clunky and secure on the foot.


Also, as a heads-up, all cast members will need proper undergarments to wear during tech week and the show weekend, as we do not have private dressing rooms for the cast to change in.  This means a cami and close-fitting shorts (like bike shorts or Soffe shorts) for girls and a tee or tank and shorts for boys.





Any questions, contact Stephanie Ebeling at s.ebeling@yahoo.com.

















